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Connecting people to
opportunities through transit

This study is funded by a federal grant,
which supports increased transit access
for underserved populations.

CATS applied for the grant to ensure that
citizens who need better transportation
options are included in transit planning
efforts.

The study will:

Recommend solutions
that meet the
i . . community’s needs,
communities to inform . Improve access to . . ;
transit access . and identify funding
the study transit .. .
and timelines to build

the solutions

Develop solutions to
Collaborate with the overcome barriers and

ldentify barriers to

Area of Persistent Poverty as defined by the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA):.

Any county in which, during the 30-year period ending on
November 15, 2021, 20 percent or more of the population
continually lived in poverty*

Any census tract with a poverty rate of not less than 20
percent™”

*as measured by the 1990 decennial census, the 2000 decennial census, and the most recent annual small area
income and poverty estimate of the Bureau of the Census

**as measured by the 5-year data series available from the American Community Survey of the Bureau of the Census
for the period of 2014 through 2018
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Population and
Household Density

The area northeast of Downtown has a
cluster of census tracts with a higher
density of population and households.
(Shown in dark blue and dark pink on the
maps to the right)

Some of the areas with the highest
population density also coincide with higher
poverty levels and higher minority
concentrations
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» 88% of the census tracts within the study area are
mayjority mlnorlty, meaning the minority population is
greater than 50% of the population.

* North of Downtown there are clusters of census tracts
(shown in dark Purp_le on the map to the far left) where the
minority population is greater than 90% of population.

* The areas south and northeast of Downtown show a
higher percentage of the population living below the
poverty line (shown in dark orange on the map to the left).

-y (ONNECting people to opportunities through transit

Feliciana | gg
Minority Population (2019) [ ] aoPPcensusT ract  Persons Below Poverty Line
s 60% (2019)
< 20%
61% to 70%
19 21% to 30%
71% to 80%
- 1% 1o GO% Zachary - %%%%%%
41% to 50%
R / —
| BB
it ! -
| -
403 . 409 .

pEwer
Baten Reuge



Emp@&wer o .en -
Baten Reuge Existing Conditions - Barriers CAHTS

Connecting people to CAPITAL ARER TRANSIT SYSTEM

opportunities through transit

High Frequency Transit Routes | CATS

a c k Of P re m I u m " 30-Minute Peak Routes | ___| AOPP Census Tract
10 Scenic Hwy/ Other Routes
Southern University Plank-Nicholson BRT
I " t s I

Poor Street
Conditions

e 47 Highland Rd 11 (15-Minute Peak)

Zachary 30-Minute Off-Peak
Routes

41 Plank Rd

44 Florida Blvd/Cortana ...al
Mall

o

» Only four routes run every 30
minutes

* The majority of issues (80%)
within the study area are related
to poor drainage, erosion,

* No routes run more frequently than flooding or holes in the street

every 30 minutes

* 13% of issues are related to

road maintenance iIssues

* Plank-Nicholson Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) runs through study area and
will provide more frequent service * /% of issues relate to street or

traffic iIssues
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% Lack of Connective Service / e
* Few routes provide service to both the northern [
and southern portions of the Parish e S
 Few direct travel connections are available within “‘? PO -
the northern portion of the Parish to major N
employment centers and key destinations in the 1 Hf —7
southern portion of the Parish : FA/Q .,..
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Average Daily Bus
Stop Boardings | CATS

Less than 10 Average
Daily Boardings

Lack of Bus Stop
Amenities

10 to 19 Average Daily
Boardings

0 20 to 29 Average Daily
Boardings

. 30 to 39 Average Daily
Boarding

. Over 40 Average Daily
Boardings
400

o

59% of high ridership stops do
not have a shelter within the
entire CATS service area

At bus stops within study area:

9% have a shelter

20% have a bench

/1% have no amenities
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Lack of Safe and
Affordable Housing

20% of homeowners and 49%
of renters in the East Baton
Rouge Parish are cost-
burdened due to a lack of safe
and affordable housing. This
means they spend more than
30% of their income on
housing-related costs.

Inadequate Pedestrian
Facilities

Within the study area 59% of streets do not
have sidewalks

Only 45% of streets have sidewalks within a
quarter mile of a bus stop

43% of signalized intersections do not have
sidewalks or crosswalks

Within the East Baton Rouge Parish, 57% of
crashes involving pedestrians occurred
within the study area.
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Pedestrian Incidents | CATS
® Reported Crash Involving Pedestrians e Zachary

Signalized Intersections | CATS

] AOPP Census Tract o Intersection With No
Pedestrian Amenities

Intersection With

© Pedestrian Amenities
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